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QUESTION  BOX: 

How  clean  imitation  leather? 
Renew  electric  ironer  padding? 
Plough  now  for  Victory  garden? 
Mow  clear  stoppea  sink:  drain? 
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Thursday,  January  21,  1943. 
ANSWERS  FROM: 

Various  scientists  of  the  U.S. Depart- 
ment of  -agriculture 
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Zomemakers  everywhere  are  trying  to  make  their  household  goods  and  appliance  £ 


T 


last  longer.  Today  we  have  a  question  on  cleaning  imitation  leather...  one  on  re- 
storing the  padding  of  an  electric  ironing  machine...  and  one  about  clearing  out  a 
stopped  up  sink  drain.  Another  woman  asks  about  ploughing  now  for  her  Victory 
garden.  The  answers  to  these  questions  are  from  scientists  in  the  U.S.  Department 
of  .Agriculture . 

Taking  the  rue  st  ions  in  turn,  the  first  home  maker  asks:  "I/hat  is  the  best 
way  to  clean  imitation  leather  chair  seats?" 

According  to  textile  specialists  of  the  Department,  it's  quite  simple  to 
clean  imitation  leather.  Just  wash  it...  either  vith  a  thick  suds  of  pure  mild  soap 
or  saddle  soap.  Uipe  off  with  a  damp  cloth  and  let  dry  in  an  airy  place. 

The  next  homemaker  says:  "The  padding  on  ray  electric  ironer  has  become  un- 
even. It  seems  to  be  packed  hard."  She  wants  to  know  if  there  is  any  way  to  renew  it. 

Yes,  you  can  freshen  the  padding  quite  easily,  our  home  equipment  specialists 
say.  Take  off  the  muslin  cover,  then  the  padding.  Be  sure  to  check  the  way  it  fits 
on  the  roller  or  table.  Fluff  it  up,  reverse  it,  air  it,  and  put  it  back.  The 
padding  gets  uneven  when  too  many  articles  or  thicknesses  are  put  in  at  one  point. 
Spread  the  work  over  the  entire  roller.  Turn  buttons,  snaps,  zippers,  and  other 
hard,  bumpy  things  toward  the  padding,  however,  to  avoid  injuring  the  metal  shoe. 
That's  what  the  padding's  for. 
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To  keep  tlie  padding  clean.,  make  an  extra  cover  to  use  when  one  is  being 
washed.  You  can  use  the  original  cover  as  a  pattern. 

Here's  a  question  on  opening  up  a  sink  drain. 

"I  had  difficulty  getting  a  plumber  to  come  out  and  open  up  my  sink  drain, 
which  was  stopped  up.  TJhen  he  cane  it  took  him  only  a  few  minutes.  Could  I  have 
done  this  job  myself...  and  if  so,  how?" 

Of  course,  success  in  opening  up  a  sink  drain  quickly  depends  on  how  serious 
the  stoppage  is.  You  can  often  get  rid  of  a  small  obstruction  by  using  a  simple 
rubber  force  cup....  sometimes  called  "the  plumber's  friend."    You  let  some  water 
into  the  sink  or  fixture,  end  place  the  cup  over  the  drain  or  outlet  that  is  stoppec 
up,  Then  work  the  wooden  handle  of  the  force  cup  down  and  up  with,  quick  motions. 
This  forces  out  the  water  under  the  cup  end  causes  upward  suction  through  the  waste 
pipe  end  trap.  In  a  few  moments  Small  obstructions  like  coffee  grounds,  fruit  seeds 
and  so  on,  are  forced  down  into  the  sewer  end  the  drain  is  cleared. 

If  this  treatment  doesn't  help,  you'll  heve  to  open  up  the  "S"- shaped  waste 
trap  under  the  sink.  First  put  a  pen  or  pail  beneath  to  catch  the  drip.  You'll  find 
two  joints  holding  the  curved  section  to  the  sink  drain  pipe.  Loosen  the  one  near- 
est the  sink  a  little,  end  the  other  one  completely,  so  you  cen  turn  the  curved 
section  away  from  the  rest  of  the  pipe.  Then  you  may  be  able  to  pull  out  whatever 
is  obstructing  the  pipe  with  a  long  hook  or  a  wire.  If  there  is  hair,  lint,  or 
grease  in  the  trap,  you  nay  have  to  run  the  wire  some  distance  into  the  pipes.  When 
yea  have  cleaned  out  the  trap  and  re  coupled  the  pipe,  you  night  rinse  out  the  pipes 
with  hot  soapy  water.  In  fact,  it's  a  good  idea  to  pour  boiling  soapy  water  down 
the  drain  pipe  every  so  often  to  keep  it  clear. 

And  now  about  the  Victory  garden.  Here  is  a  woman  who  lives  in  a  section 
where  it  freezes  occasionally  in  January  and  February,  but  the  ground  doesn't  stay 


hard- frozen.  It  just  gets  muddy  when  the  frost  melts.  She  wants  to  know  if  it  is 
too  soon  to  have  her  garden  ploughed  up  now  so  as  to  get  an  early  start  with  the 
plant  ing? 

The  plant  scientists  say  that  winter  frost  can  actually  help  the  Victory 
gardens  of  1945.  Winter  ploughing  or  spading  helps  to  break  up  land  that  has  not 
been  in  cultivation  for  severed,  years.  It  kills  the  sod  and  allows  it  to  decay 
during  the  rest  of  the  cold  weather.  You'll  find  this  gives  better  results  than 
breaking  ground  in  the  spring.  You  can  turn  over  your  soil  any  time  the  ground  is 
not  hard-frozen.  Frost  coming  later  will  help  "condition"  the  soil.  It  will  break 
up  clods  end  clumps  and  make  planting  end  cultivation  easier  next  summer.  ~Jhen  you 
are  spading  up  you  might  turn  under  some  organic  material  at  the  same  time  to 
enrich  the  soil.  You  can  work  partly  decomposed  materials  like  manure,  into  the  soil 
where  hard  freezing  does  not  prevent.  These  materials  have  a  chance  to  decay  further 
and  improve  the  physical  condition  of  the  soil.  They  also  supply  some  fertilizing 
value  for  the  garden. 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  definitely  advises  against  ploughing  up 
front  lawns  or  parks  to  plant  vegetables,  and  doesn't  want  home  gardeners  to  abandon 
all  flowers  for  the  sake  of  vegetables.  But  if  you  have  a  large  sunny  area  previously 
planted  as  a  flower  garden,  perhaps  you  could  grow  vegetables  on  part  of  it,  and 
keep  the  rest  in  flowers.  There  are  many  vacant  lots  and  spacious  back  yards  in 
towns  and  cities  and  in  the  suburbs  near  cities  where  only  grass  or  weeds  have  been 
growing  up  to  now.  These  are  the  places  the  garden  specialists  would  be  glad  to  see 
in  use  for  food  crops.  All  vegetables  grown  near  home  help  to  relieve  our  over- 
burdened transportation  system,  and  use  labor  the  t  might  not  otherwise  be  devoted  to 
food  production. 
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